
What’s happening at 
Good Shepherd ...

Sunday Mornings 
  Adult Study  - 8:45 a.m.  

Worship Services - 9:30 a.m.  
Thursday Mornings 

Men's Bible Study Fellowship – 7:00 a.m.
Thursday Evenings 

AA, Al-anon and Alateen meeting – 7:00 p.m.  
Sunday, June 5th, June 19th – 9:30 a.m.  

Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, June 12th – 5:00 p.m.  

Serve evening meal at Homeless Shelter
Monday June 13th 

Evening meal at St. Joseph's Family Shelter 
Tuesday, June 14th

Council Meeting
Sunday, June 26th 
K—Congregational Meeting following the service

June 2022

Noah L James 
Segar

Graduation Open House

• Sunday, June 5th

• 2:00-4:00 pm
• At Luana Savings Bank
• (entrance on north side)
• 855 W Bridge Road
• Polk City, IA

Noah L James 
Segar

Graduation Open House

• Sunday, June 5th

• 2:00-4:00 pm
• At Luana Savings Bank
• (entrance on north side)
• 855 W Bridge Road
• Polk City, IA

Noah L James 
Segar

Graduation Open House

• Sunday, June 5th

• 2:00-4:00 pm
• At Luana Savings Bank
• (entrance on north side)
• 855 W Bridge Road
• Polk City, IA

We will serve a meal at the shelter again, 
on September 25th and November 20th.

Good Shepherd will be  
serving a hot meal at 
Central Iowa Shelter and  
Services on Sunday,  
June 12th.   
We will be serving a meal  
of barbecued pork loin  
with all the fixings. We will 
need approximately 15-18 
people, to help serve. If you'd 
like to help, let the office know.

If you are interested in donating to this outreach, 
please indicate on your offering envelope that your 
contribution is for the Shelter meal. Thank you

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - 
This meeting will be held following the service 
on June 26th. One topic on the agenda will be the 
election of Church Council officers and committee 
chairs. Every year we elect new member to the 
Church Council and this year is no different. We 
are looking for individuals, for various positions. 
If you’d like more details or if you feel called and 
would like to be nominated for a position, please 
reach out to Mya Solem. If you'd like to leave her 
a message, feel free to call the office and we will 
ensure she gets your message. 

AVL (Audio, Visual, Lighting) System Update - 
The AVL committee is in the process of figuring  
out what the first step in the AVL refresh of the 
sanctuary will look (and sound) like. We have met 
with a couple of vendors to get an idea of what 
kind of sound system would be appropriate for 
our sanctuary. The committee has tabled the visual 
and lighting component of this update (for the time 
being) to focus on the sound component.  
The committee is being very diligent in its approach 
to the system - we want to ensure the  
next system will faithfully serve us as well as the  
last system (which has lasted well over 25 years). 
If you'd like to know more about the committee's 
work, please reach out to the chair of the  
committee, Virgil Olson.



Letter continued on next page ...

the
Pastor’s LetterPastor’s Letter

Over the past 6 weeks, our second readings for Sunday morning worship have come from John’s 
Revelation. There’s been a lot of controversy over the years about Revelation. It isn’t easy to 
understand. Blood moons, and earthquakes and angels and beasts, all described in this book, and it is 
hard to makes head or tails of what John is trying to tell us.     

Some like to think that Revelation is history being told in advance, not a prophecy but actual history. 
But that certainly isn’t the way I view Revelation and a close examination will reveal it wasn’t John’s 
intention for us to view it that way. 

Revelation is a book of encouragement.  John was writing to persecuted Christians under Roman rule - 
under the oppressive political powers of the day.  So, John writes in code, in a way that the original 
audience would know exactly what he was talking about, but that the political powers would wonder, 
and they wouldn’t quite understand it.   

Revelation is a book of encouragement for early Christians, and in that light, it is encouragement for us 
today. The encouragement that we need to hear is that if everything hasn’t been put right, as it was 
created to be, then it isn’t the end.   

These past few weeks have been heavy for me. Maybe it’s the same with you, too. It has been heavy 
because of all the things in this world that seem to be so far from the way God intended them to be 
when God created this good world. It doesn’t take long when you look around the world today to see 
how the world is broken. A war in Ukraine. People without food when the world can produce plenty to 
feed us all.  

And the brokenness of the world came full tilt to our world last Tuesday. A school shooting that took 
19 young children, 2 teachers from this world. This world is broken. Tuesday was a day that I felt the 
full weight of the world on my shoulders. As I checked back on the headlines throughout the day, I saw 
the total keep increasing.  

14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. And lest we forget, there is another death. The headlines do not count 
him in the total. 22. Each one of those human beings were created bearing the image of God, the 
Imago Dei. Each one created not to kill, but to live and bring life and vibrancy to this world. Each one 
created to live and love and be loved.  

This world, so broken. So far from the way things were intended to be. If you’re like me, you want to 
know when things will be put back into right order. Because the pain of this life is hard enough to bear 
the way it is and it would sure be nice if Jesus would come and make it all right, all perfect as it was in 
the beginning.   

Revelation, not a book about destruction, but about Jesus making everything right. This past Sunday 
the Revelator painted the picture for us. (Revelation 22:17) 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”  
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
And let everyone who is thirsty come. 



JUNE LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading Second Reading Gospel

June 5 Acts 2:1-21 Romans 8:14-17 John 14:8-17 [25-27] 

June 12 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31   Romans 5:1-5   John 16:12-15  

June 19 Isaiah 65:1-9 Galatians 3:23-29 Luke 8:26-39 

June 26 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 Luke 9:51-62 

... letter continued

Over the past 6 weeks, our second readings for Sunday morning worship have come from John’s 
Revelation. There’s been a lot of controversy over the years about Revelation. It isn’t easy to 
understand. Blood moons, and earthquakes and angels and beasts, all described in this book, and it is 
hard to makes head or tails of what John is trying to tell us.     

Some like to think that Revelation is history being told in advance, not a prophecy but actual history. 
But that certainly isn’t the way I view Revelation and a close examination will reveal it wasn’t John’s 
intention for us to view it that way. 

Revelation is a book of encouragement.  John was writing to persecuted Christians under Roman rule - 
under the oppressive political powers of the day.  So, John writes in code, in a way that the original 
audience would know exactly what he was talking about, but that the political powers would wonder, 
and they wouldn’t quite understand it.   

Revelation is a book of encouragement for early Christians, and in that light, it is encouragement for us 
today. The encouragement that we need to hear is that if everything hasn’t been put right, as it was 
created to be, then it isn’t the end.   

These past few weeks have been heavy for me. Maybe it’s the same with you, too. It has been heavy 
because of all the things in this world that seem to be so far from the way God intended them to be 
when God created this good world. It doesn’t take long when you look around the world today to see 
how the world is broken. A war in Ukraine. People without food when the world can produce plenty to 
feed us all.  

And the brokenness of the world came full tilt to our world last Tuesday. A school shooting that took 
19 young children, 2 teachers from this world. This world is broken. Tuesday was a day that I felt the 
full weight of the world on my shoulders. As I checked back on the headlines throughout the day, I saw 
the total keep increasing.  

14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. And lest we forget, there is another death. The headlines do not count 
him in the total. 22. Each one of those human beings were created bearing the image of God, the 
Imago Dei. Each one created not to kill, but to live and bring life and vibrancy to this world. Each one 
created to live and love and be loved.  

This world, so broken. So far from the way things were intended to be. If you’re like me, you want to 
know when things will be put back into right order. Because the pain of this life is hard enough to bear 
the way it is and it would sure be nice if Jesus would come and make it all right, all perfect as it was in 
the beginning.   

Revelation, not a book about destruction, but about Jesus making everything right. This past Sunday 
the Revelator painted the picture for us. (Revelation 22:17) 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”  
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Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.   
 
It is the Spirit that says come to the water. I want you to notice something else, it is the bride that is 
calling out to everyone come, the bride, the Church, calls out to the world, Come to the water. The 
whole church, the bride of Christ telling the world, we know where the living water is and that you can 
come and drink, freely and without cost. 
 
Without cost because you are loved. Jesus gives himself for us. To quench our thirst. Gives himself so 
that we are no longer held back from the tree of life like Adam and Eve were (Genesis 3), but to fully 
come back into the garden, eating the fruit of the tree of life.  And quenching our thirst with the 
flowing living water that is Jesus.   
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you and with all the saints. Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 
 

 

Cantor: We would like to start a team of volunteers that 
would like to lead our singing on Sunday mornings. We have  
lot of musical talent within the congregation and would like to 
a give the opportunity for more of us to help lead us in singing. 
                                If you are interested in leading in this way  
                                     please let us know. You can speak with 
                                        Britany Thorpe or Pastor Travis on Sunday
                                                mornings or reach out to the office 
                                                              by phone or email. 
                                                        office@goodshepherddsm.org
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